Sterilization by open laparoscopy in a private office.
Between December 4, 1979, and September 1, 1996, I performed 813 laparoscopic sterilizations in my private office setting. To increase safety and reduce costs, open laparoscopy was done under local anesthesia in every case. The procedure was completed in 811 women. There were no major complications. Minor complications consisted of three superficial wound infections and two failed laparoscopies.